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    Note: Both of the main sections below end with a focus on Jerusalem’s deliverance, first in Isaiah’s day, then in the last day. They are grouped in “cycles” – recurring patterns of prophecy – i.e., judgment / blessing; judgment / blessing; etc., in the first 35 chapters, with a historical context in chapters 36 - 39, then blessing / judgment; blessing / judgment; etc., in chapters 40 – 66. This arrangement gives the book a chiastic pattern (in which elements in the first part lead up to a central point and then repeat in reverse order in the second part). David Dorsey, in his book The literary Structure of the Old Testament (p. 234), finds, in Isaiah’s 66 chapters, a seven part chiastic structure. In Dorsey’s analysis this is:

a. Introductory Messages of Condemnation, Pleading, and Future Restoration (1 – 12)

 b. Oracles to Nations: Humiliation of Proud King of Babylon (13 – 27)

  c. Collection of Woes: Don’t Trust in Earthly Powers (28 – 35)

   d. CENTER: Historical Narratives Showing Yahweh’s Supremacy
          Over All Earthly and Divine Powers (36 – 39)

  c’. Yahweh’s Supremacy Over Idols: Don’t Trust in Idols (40 – 48)

 b’. Servant Messages: Exaltation of the Humble Servant (49 – 54)

a’. Concluding Messages of Condemnation, Pleading, and Future Restoration (55 – 66)
1. Pre-Exile: The Judgment & Blessing Cycles (  1:1 – 39:8  ) – 740–709 B.C., Israel
     (These 2 groups of prophecies concentrate first on Judah & Jerusalem then on the Nations.)

     A. Cycles of Prophecy for Judah and Jerusalem (1 – 12)

         1. Cycle 1 – (1:1 – 2:5)

             a. Judgment: On Judah and Jerusalem – Desolation of their Land (1:1–31)

             b. Blessing: Exaltation of the Temple Mount Bringing World Peace (2:1–4)

         2. Cycle 2 – (2:6 – 4:6)

             a. Judgment: On Judah and Jerusalem – Invasion, Distress, Famine (2:5 – 4:1)

             b. Blessing: The LORD’s Branch Shall be Glorified (4:2–6)

         3. Cycle 3 – (5:1 – 9:7)

             a. Judgment: On Judah and Jerusalem (5:1 – 8:22)

                 1). The Proclaimers of Judgment (5:1 – 6:13)

                      a). The LORD Proclaims Judgment Upon His Vineyard (5:1–30)
                      b). The LORD Commissions Isaiah to Proclaim This Judgment (6:1–13)
                 2). The Signs of Judgment (7:1 – 8:22)

                      a). Immanuel: A Sign of Judgment Coming from Egypt and Assyria (7:1–25)

                      b). Mahershalalhashbaz: A Sign of Judgment Coming from Assyria (8:1–22)

             b. Blessing: Through The Prince of Peace (9:1–7)

         4. Cycle 4 – (9:8 – 12:6)

             a. Judgment: Desolation of Ephraim & Samaria, Manasseh, Judah & Jerusalem, & Assyria (9:8 – 10:34)
             b. Blessing: The Branch Will Bring Such Peace that Predator Will Dwell with Prey (11:1 – 12:6)
     B. Cycles of Prophecy for the Nations & Judah [“The Book of Burdens” (Utterances, Oracles)] – (13:1 – 23:18)
            Note: “Burden” (KJV) refers to burdensome Judgments on the various nations.
      1. Cycle  1 – The Burden of Babylon (13:1 – 14:27)

                 a. Judgment: On Babylon and Assyria – Desolation by the Medes (13:1–22)

                 b. Blessing: On Israel – Repopulation by the Fall of Lucifer, Son of the Morning (14:1–27)

      2. Cycle  2 – The Burden of Philistia (14:28–32)

                 a. Judgment: On Philistia – Death and Famine (14:28–31)

                 b. Blessing: On Judah – Refuge in Zion (Jerusalem) in Judah (14:32)

      3. Cycle  3 – The Burden of Moab (15:1 - 16:14)

                 a. Judgment: Lion Attacks on Those Who Escape Moab’s Destruction (15:1–9)

                 b. Blessing: Favor if Judah Receives Moab’s Refugees who Bring a Tribute Lamb. (16:1–14)

      4. Cycle  4 – The Burden of Damascus (17:1-14)

                 a. Judgment: Desolation of Damascus & the Rest of Syria (17:1–13)

                 b. Blessing: Destruction of Syria, Ephraim’s (Israel’s) Enemy (17:12-14)

      5. Cycle  5 – The Woe of Ethiopia (18:1–7)

                 a. Judgment: They Will be Destroyed Like a Vineyard Before Harvest (18:1–6)

                 b. Blessing: They Will Bring Tribute to the LORD in Zion (Jerusalem) – (18:7)

      6. Cycle  6 – The Burden of Egypt (19:1–25)

                 a. Judgment: Egypt Experiences Civil War, Drought, & Fear of Judah (19:1–17)

                 b. Blessing: Egypt, Assyria, & Israel Will Worship the LORD Together (19:18–25)

            Comments by Isaiah on the Woes & Burdens of Ethiopia and Egypt (20:1–6) 

                 a. Fulfillment Begins: Sargon of Assyria Captures Ashdod of the Philistines (20:1)
                 b. Sign: Isaiah’s Nakedness Portends Nakedness & Captivity for Egypt & Ethiopia (20:2–6)
      7. Cycle  7 – The Burden of the Wilderness of the Sea [Babylon] (21:1–10)
                 a. Judgment: The Fall of Babylon, Judah’s Captor, and Babylon’s gods (21:1–9)

                 b. Blessing: The End of Babylonian Oppression Against Israel (21:10)

      8. Cycle  8 – The Burden of Dumah [Edom}(21:11–12)

                 a. Judgment: Night    – Calamity for Edom (21:11–12 a)

                 b. Blessing:   Morning – Deliverance for Judah (21:12 b–c)

      9. Cycle  9 – The Burden of Arabia (21:13-17)

                 Note: No Blessing, Only Judgment – Captivity

     10. Cycle 10 – The Burden of the Valley of Vision [Jerusalem] (22:1-25)
                 a. Judgment: Siege of Jerusalem by Assyria (22:1–19)

                 b. Blessing: The Key of the House of David (22:20–25)

     11. Cycle 11 – The Burden of Tyre (23:1-18)

                 a. Judgment: Desolation of Tyre (23:1–16)

                 b. Blessing: Restoration of Tyre (23:17–18)

     C. Cycles of Prophecy for Judah and Jerusalem (24:1 – 35:10)

         1. Cycle 1 – (24:1 – 27:13)

             a. Judgment: On the Whole Earth (24:1–23)

             b. Blessing: On God’s People in Judah and Israel (25:1 – 27:13)

         2. Cycle 2 – (28:1–29)

             a. Judgment: On Ephraim (Israel) and Jerusalem (Judah) -- (28:1–15)

             b. Blessing: The Cornerstone for Believers (28:16)

         3. Cycle 3 – (28:17 – 29:24)

             a. Judgment: On the Whole Land, Including Jerusalem (28:17 - 29:16)

             b. Blessing: On Lebanon and all of Israel (29:17–24)

         4. Cycle 4 – (30:1–33)

             a. Judgment: On Judah for Turning to Egypt for Help (30:1–14)

             b. Blessing: On Those Who Turn to the LORD for Help (30:15–26)

             c. Judgment: On Assyria (30:27–33)

         5. Cycle 5 – (31:1 – 32:20)

             a. Judgment: On Those Who Go to Egypt for Help (31:1–9)

             b. Blessing: When Kings and Princes Rule Righteously and Stop Evildoers (32:1–8)
             c. Judgment: On Complacent Women (32:9–14)

             d. Blessing: On Righteous People (32:15–20)

         6. Cycle 6 – (33:1 – 35:10)

             a. Judgment: On Destroyers and Traitors (33:1–4)

             b. Blessing: On Those Who Fear the LORD (33:5-6)

             c. Judgment: On Covenant Breakers (33:7-16)

             b. Blessing: On Those Who Return to Zion (33:17–24)

             c. Judgment: On the Nations (34:1–17)

             d. Blessing: On the Ransomed Who Return to Zion (35:1–10)

     D. Comments by Isaiah on Historical Events Related to Certain Prophecies (36:1 – 39:8)
         1. Fulfillments: (36:1 – 38:22)

             a. Partial Captivity of Judah (36:1)

             b. Deliverance of Jerusalem (36:2 – 37:38)

             c. Cure of Hezekiah’s Deadly Sickness (38:1–22)

         2. Prophecy: Pending Captivity in Babylon after Receiving its Ambassadors (39:1–8)
2. Post-Exile: The Blessing & Judgment Cycles ( 40:1 – 66:24 ) – 701–681 B.C., Israel
      (These 8 groups of prophecies alternate between blessings on Israel and judgment on God’s enemies.)

     A. Cycle 1 (40:1 – 48:22)

        1. Blessing: On God’s Chastised People (40:1 – 45:25)

        2. Judgment: On Babylon and Israel (46:1 – 48:22)

            a. On Babylon (46:1 – 47:15)

            b. On Israel in Babylon (48:1–22)

     B. Cycle 2 (49:1–26)

        1. Blessing: On the LORD’s People From the LORD and His Redeemer (49:1–21)

        2. Judgment: On Nations Which Oppress God’s People (49:22–26)

     C. Cycle 3 (50:1–11)

        1. Blessing: On Those Who are Chastened By the LORD (50:1–10)

        2. Judgment: On Those Who Walk by Their Own Light (50:11)

     D. Cycle 4 (51:1–23)

        1. Blessing: On Zion (51:1–20)

        2. Judgment: On Those Who Torment Zion (51:21–23)

     E. Cycle 5 (52:1 – 57:13)

        1. Blessing: On Zion and Foreign Converts by the Redeemer (52:1 – 56:8)

        2. Judgment: On Israel’s Wicked Shepherds (56:9 – 57:13)

     F. Cycle 6 (57:14 – 59:21)

        1. Blessing: On the Contrite and Repentant (57:14 – 59:15)

        2. Judgment: On the Adversaries of the LORD and His People (59:15–21)

     G. Cycle 7 (60:1 – 63:6)

        1. Blessing: On the LORD’s People at an Appointed Time (60:1 – 62:12)

        2. Judgment: On Edom (63:1–6)

     H. Cycle 8 (63:7 – 66:24)

        1. Blessing: On Israel (63:7 – 66:14)

            a. The Prayer of Repentance (63:7 – 64:12)

            b. The Lord’s Answer (65:1 – 66:14)

                1). Part of Israel Will be Saved (65:1–16)

                2). A New Heavens & a New Earth Will be Created (65:17–25)

                3). The Nation Will be Reborn (66:1–14)

        2. Judgment: On the Nations by Everlasting Destruction (66:15–24)

